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<54) CONTROL DEVICE OF AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION 

<57)Abstracfc 

PURPOSE: To reduce energy loss because of fluid slip in a torque 
converter by placing a lockup clutch into engaged condition when 
starting operation is made under the condition that the car concerned 
meets the specified control conditions. 

CONSTITUTION; A lockup clutch of a torque converter is put in 
engaged condition by a power transmitted condition control means 
when starting state of a car is sensed by a sensing means under the 
condition that the oar meets the specified control conditions, and an 
operation control means puts that of friction engagement elements of 
an automatic transmission which is to be engaged at starting gradually 
into engaged state. This prevents energy loss due to fluid slip of the 
torque converter to lead to enhancement of the rate of fuel 
consumption, Because plurality of friction engagement elements are put 
in engaged state gradually, the transmitted torque to the wheel side 
through the lockup clutch remains comparatively small to ensure that 
the car starts smoothly, 
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